Places of interest around Lake Como
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A walking tour in Gera Lario
We start our walk at the marina. On the parking lot next to the modern marina with floating
landing stages, we note the monument with in bronze four rowers. The monument keeps the
memory alive of the Olympic successes of a rowing team of the company Falck in Dongo, in
which two men from Gera were participating2.
In fact, the lake is an eldorado for aquatics. On days with stable summer weather the mornings
are windless, making the conditions perfect for water skiing and in the bay of Piona, opposite
Domaso the water is nearly always flat and sheltered. Around noon the wind, called the ‘Breva’,
increases in force and since it blows very stably from the south, it is ideal for sailing. Later in
the afternoon, the force is such that wind surfers and kite surfers appear on the lake.
At the other side of the parking lot, there is the covered in ‘Bocce’ course for the typical Italian
ball game, somewhat like the French ‘Jeu de boules’, but the rules are different. On a nice
summer evening it is exciting to watch the local players.

Water sports on the lake

Passing the marina in southerly direction, we have the lighthouse at the pier of the tiny, old
harbour. Nothing reminds us of the fact that in 1796, during the French occupation, canon boats
were moored in this harbour. In the past, the people form Gera used the harbour mainly for the
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boats transporting fish and wood, while salt was transported from Venice and then brought to
the Grigioni3 who occupied the Valtellina from 1512-1797.On top of the lighthouse there is a
statue of Maria and a few hundred meters further there is a chapel. Both remind us of the disaster
of 1951 in Gera. On August 8 of that year, after days of continuous rainfall an enormous wave
of water and mud came down the river San Vincenzo, carried away 6 houses and dragged 27
people into the lake, drowning 17 of them. As a remembrance, 17 cypresses were planted
around the chapel4.
Left:
The lighthouse
Right:
The church of
S. Vincenzo

Again, a few hundred meters further on we pass the landing stage with its art-deco appearance
where the ‘aliscafo’, the fast ferry on the lake, used to arrive from the direction of Como.
Unfortunately, the ferry no longer comes to Gera, but ends in Colico, at the opposite side of the
lake.
We then reach the mouth of the river San Vincenzo. Many times in the past the river transported
large amounts of mud and boulders to the lake. Most probably, the name of the village is derived
from this. Gera comes from the Latin word for gravel. For this reason there are many villages
with this name, for instance in the Valtellina near Chiuro. It was Mussolini who added the word
Lario to distinguish the village.
At the opposite of the river mouth, there is a foot/bike path along the lake to Domaso.
We now follow the river to the main road and then cross the bridge to the parish church of San
Vincenzo. The church is mentioned for the first time in documents from 1176, but during the
restoration in 1964 -’65 it appeared that it was constructed on the remains of a building from
the Roman time. Dating from the 3rd century is the grave stele on the left hand side of the
entrance. Roman parents dedicated this touching monument as a remembrance of their deceased
child Lucio Duanzio Valentino. At the side of the door, one also notes a marble frieze with
symbolic representations from the former Roman porch. The square knot without beginning or
ending represents eternity; the fantasy animal pictures the struggle between good and evil.
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The church is mostly closed, but the interior is worth a visit5. On request, the priest will show
you the beautiful Roman mosaic in the crypt at the right hand side, hidden about a meter below
the present floor. It consists of black, decorated circles on a white background and dates from
the 2nd century.

S. Vincenzo: Roman mosaic 2nd century

Stele 3rd century

symbolic marble decorations

The church of S. Vincenzo
The church is one of the most important ones of the Alto Lario (the Upper Lake) and we’ll therefore describe the
interior in more detail. During the restorations in the period 1964 – 1980, the heavy paint overs of Luigi
Tagliaferri have been removed, revealing rich decorations, mostly from the 16th century.
From the entrance, we see a church without aisles. Where the big arches over the nave are attached to the side
walls, they form four compartments accommodating the side altars. At the end is the square presbytery with a
dome shaped vault. The first compartment at the right hand side is dedicated to S. Marta and has a 16th century
picture of the saint, with at her feet the members of the Brotherhood and some noble ladies. Leaving the chapel,
note the figures of the Saints on the columns separating the compartments.
In the second compartment, we see S. John the Baptist between S. Francis and S. Carlo. S. Francis has the
stigmata and S. Carlo Borromeo wears his red cardinal coat. The compartment also has two 19th century frescos
by Tagliaferri.
The third compartment has a picture of the flagellation of Christ from the middle of the 17th century.
The fourth compartment contains the altar of the Madonna of the Rosary. She is surrounded by angels and at her
feet are S. Domenico and S. Teresa di Lima.
The wall of the arc of the presbytery has Stories of the Virgin and of S. Vincent from the school of Sigismundo De
Magistris from about 1570. They correspond with the Stories of S. Vincent on the sidewalls of the presbytery,
which are from the 17th century. The decorations of the presbytery are from 1546 and ’47, commissioned by the
Society of fishermen and skippers from Gera, as shown by the text on the left column: : “Sudore nautarum societas
magna de Gera peractum est hoc opus mensile aprilis MDXLVI”. They also donated the polyptich in gilded wood
above the main altar. This shows the Madonna with Child, the Annunciation, the Crucifixion, Saints and Christ
between the Apostles and the Doctors of the Church. Around the polyptich on the back wall are the Deacons
Vincent and Stephen with God the Father. The columns of the arch show the Saints Peter and Paul, on the vault
are the Four Evangelists with their traditional symbols.
Next to the presbytery, the first compartment contains the polyptich of S. Lorenzo, surrounded by statues of the
saints Rocco, Sebastian, Augustine, and Nicola of Bari. In the compartment of the Crucifixion we see Christ on
the Cross and Maria with Child. The final compartment at the right shows a fresco of S. Peter Martyr in Gloria
between the saints Lorenzo and Vincent and devotees. The date 1515 and the characteristics suggest that it was
painted by Sigismundo De Magistris. The wall at the east side of this compartment opens to the baptistery, called
‘crypt’, because it was part of the 11th century church. Below the floor is the Roman mosaic.
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From the church, we go back over the bridge and then left in the direction of Montemezzo.
Already after about 50 m, we take the road at the right hand side, the Via Antica Regina. This
is part of the old route along the lake, from Milan via Como and Chiavenna to Chur in
Switzerland.
Almost immediately, we pass a chapel donated after the flood disaster; inside there is a modern
fresco depicting the flood.
We follow the Antica Regina with several old houses until house number 21, where we take the
little road left, the Via Malcantone, and arrive at a little square with a fresco on one of the walls.
The interesting thing of the fresco is that it is one of the oldest representations of the Madonna
of Livo6. From the square, we come back on the Via Antica Regina, which leads to the church
on the main square of the village. In the 14th century, the public meetings were held in front of
the church.
The church of Nostra Signora di Fatima

The church dates from 1634 (see the stone on the
façade); in 1726, it was dedicated to the fishermen of
the village. The tragic flood of 1951 invaded the
church by mud and seriously damaged it. After ten
years of reconstruction, the church was consecrated in
1963 as church of Our Beloved Lady of Fatima (patron
of the fishermen). In the presbytery, there are two
frescoes from 1725, ordered by the fishermen,
depicting the Birth and the Resurrection of the Virgin.
Next to the entrance, two paintings show the Madonna
with Child and S. Carlo and S. Agate imploring the
virgin birth. Interesting is that the paintings were a gift
of the brotherhood of emigrants in Palermo. Along the
walls, there are niches with the twelve Apostles.
We continue our walk over the square. In the past, it formed the border of the lake and the
fishing boats were drawn here on the beach. Along the square, there are several interesting old
houses from the 16th century and between them houses of the 17th – 18th century. On number
131 we see a 17th century fresco with the Holy Family, on 142 a fresco from 1602 with the
Madonna and Child and on 165 a 16th century fresco with S. Sebastian and S. Rocco. Also note
the connection between two houses in Via Fontana, while at the end of Via Palazzetto there is
a house originating from the renaissance.
A small distance after the end of the square, in the curve of the road, we see on the white
plastered house a fresco, of which only the upper part is preserved, with a picture of S. Rosalia.
It may seem strange to find a picture of the city of Palermo in Gera and in several mountain
villages of the Tre Pievi, but in the 16th and 17th centuries there was such a poverty that many
of the men went to Palermo to work in the harbour. There were so many of them that they
formed societies, which often made gifts to their home churches.
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The saints Rocco and Sebastian

Madonna with Child

The Holy Family

From here, we cross the street and take the road through the bungalow park Villaggio Sole Mio
to the lake, where we find the path back to the harbour. On our way, we pass the green used as
a landing place for the parasailers who start their flight at Montemezzo. Helicopters too, make
use of this site. A little bit further on we pass the surf school, where you can follow lessons or
hire surfboards or sailing boats.
At the right-hand side, there is a swimming pool for those preferring water that is warmer than
that of the lake (the river Mera brings cold water from the mountains into the lake).
Next, we are back at the parking place.
Starting from the harbour one can follow a foot/bike path all along the river Mera until the
bridge, the ‘Ponte del Passo’. At the other side of the Mera, we see the Nature Reserve ‘Pian di
Spagna’, the alluvial deposit of the rivers Mera and Adda. The name is derived from the
presence of a Spanish fort from 1603, the ruins of which can still be visited.

The opposite site of the lake with the Monte Legnone (2609 m=8560 ft)
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