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Monument in Gera Lario for an Olympic rowing team
Introduction
One of the most remarkable objects at the harbour of Gera Lario is the bronze statue of a rowing
team. It may well be a unique monument for a sporting team. The names of the four men depicted
here are written in front of the feet of the stroke rower2. Who were these men and why did they earn
this monument? Below follows a brief account of the story behind this work of arti.
The iron- and steelworks of the Falck company in Dongo has a long tradition. The factory stems
from the processing of iron ore from the mountains above Dongo, where already in the beginning of
1800 a company was founded that became known worldwide in the 20th century. Around 1970 it
employed about 2000 workers and therewith it was the most important employer at Lake Como.
During the period 1950-’77 the name of the company would also become known internationally in
the worlds of sports.

Monument for the rowers of the four without cox at the Olympic games in Mexico 1968

1
2

Mail to r.metselaar@comomeerinfo.nl
The stroke rower is closest to the stern of the boat

The history of the rowing club Falck
Already in 1927, the Sports Club Dongo started a rowing department. In 1935, it was continued as a
sports club for the personnel of Falck. From the very beginning competition rowing was important,
but a breakthrough occurred when in 1945 Antonio Veronesi, a successful rower, became vicepresident of Falck. He supports the club and stimulates the labourers to join it. In 1951 Giovanni
Falck, general director, decides to bring competition rowing up to a level that would lead to
international successes (and advertisement for the company!). Pietro Galli is attracted as a coach
and this proves to be a happy choice.
Successes are following soon. Already in 1951 the first national title is won, in a coxed pair and
international successes follow soon: 1957 victories in Zurich and Ghent, after which participation in
the Olympic Games in 1960 in Rome becomes the next goal. In 1959 the four with coxswain beats
the important opponent Moto Guzzi and becomes European champion in Macon. Herewith
selection for Rome is in sight.
The club moves to Domaso, to the “mole di Vercana”, which offers a sheltered place for training.
At this place also the new boathouse is built, which will be inaugurated in 1964. It is still there, but
it is now in use as a restaurant.
During the winter, Galli decides to start training for the men’s four for Rome, with as a crew
Bosatta, Baraglia, Galante and Crosta. At the very first regatta in Milan, the crew shows its strength
and after a good result at the International Rotsee Regatta in Zurich in July, the confidence of a
success at the Olympic Games increases further.
In September 1960, in Rome, their adversaries are USA, Great Britain, Switzerland, Tsechoslovakia
and USSR3. The English lead from the start but fall back at 1000 m, i.e. half way, USSR leads,
followed by USA and Italy and at 1500 m the positions are still the same with differences of only 2
and 5 seconds. Then USA comes forward irresistibly and a nerve-breaking struggle develops
between USSR and Italy. At 1800 m Italy passes the Russians and at the finish they are only 5 m
behind the Americans. In front of their own public, the Falck crew has secured a silver medal!

The silver medal team of the Olympics in Rome: Bosatta, Baraglia, Galante, Crosta
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This is just the beginning of a large series of victories. The next year, 1961, they win international
races in Macon, Zurich, and Luzern and later in the year the European championship in Prague. In
addition, not only the men’s four is successful, but also the men’s four with coxswain and the junior
rowers.
At the Rotsee regatta in Zurich the two fours were combined in an eight and this crew had a rather
spectacular and terrifying adventure. At 1200 m they had left Switzerland and USA behind and
were close to the German eight when the coxswain commanded a short dash. When they increased
the ratio happened where every rower is afraid of: the stroke rower, Renato Bosatta, catched a crab
i.e. he dipped his blade slightly inclined backwards in the water. The result is that the blade goes
down with great force and speed and the handle of the oar goes upward and backwards. If you are
lucky you are pushed backward, but if you hold the handle firmly you are catapulted. And so
Bosatta disappeared with a great arc into the lake and was soon twenty meters behind the eight.
Everyone realised that the man good not swim and three rowers and the cox jumped after him.
Before they reached him he had been twice under water, but they succeeded to grab him and keep
him afloat till the umpire boat could pull him inside.
After the very successful year 1961, with 18 victories of the men’s four, the next year was
internationally less successful, although both the four and the four with coxswain won the Italian
championships.

Pietro Galli, the successful coach of many Falck teams

In 1963 it was decided to concentrate on the four with coxswain for the Olympic Games in 1964.
The Falck crew, consisting of Bosatta, Trivini, Galante and De Pedrini and Spinola as the cox,
started well by finishing as third in Amsterdam. In September of that year they won the silver medal
at the Olympic Games in Tokyo, 2 seconds behind the BRD and 4 seconds before the Netherlands.
In December the club moved to the new boat house in Domaso.
As often after the Olympics it is a difficult year because many athletes finish their sporting career
after so many years of constant training. Baraglia had stopped already in ’61, Bosatta, Trivino and
Galante now stopped too. In spite of this loss Falck managed to form a good men’s four and a two.
The four ends second in Luzern, the two first in Essen and third in Luzern. Both teams also win the
Italian championships that year. However, at the European championships in Duisburg the four
disappoints by finishing fifth. Some rowers stop in 1966 and ’67 so that the results are meagre. It
becomes questionable if Italy can reach the international top in time for the Olympics in Mexico.
In November 1967 there are many discussions about the best course to Mexico. Then two top
rowers from the former Moto Guzzi four, Romano and Luciano Sgheiz decide to pick up rowing
again after three, respectively two years of rest. Thereupon Bosatta, Baraglia, Galante and Trivio
decided after 2-5 years of rest to start again. Manzini just comes back from military service and also
joins the team. Galli, their old coach, with tears is in his eyes says he dares to train them. This
winter there is a lot of condition training and from March training in the boat. In May 1968 a four
and a four with coxswain win convincingly at the first regatta in Milan. Later in May Galli wants to
have the two fours in Varese, but by mistake they are also registered in an eight. This eight also
wins the race easily and it is decided to continue two weeks more. June 15 the eight loses with only
0.06 seconds from the famous German “Ratzenburg eight”. This means that Falck succeeded in half
a year to form a strong formation for the Olympic Games in Mexico. On the rowing course in
Mexico the four with Bosatta, Baraglia, Manzini and Albini wins the bronze medal, the four with
coxswain with Romano Sgheiz, Trivini, Galante, Luciano Sgheize and cox Gottifredi ends in fourth
position.
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Unfortunately both crews stop after the Olympics and in Dongo there are not enough successors to
keep the rowing tradition of Falck on the same level. Moreover in 1970 a crisis starts in the steel
industry, which will continue until 1981. Yet, Galli continues training young rowers and he
manages to bring a four to the Olympic Games in Munich with two rowers from Falck and two
from Treviso. This boat reaches the semi-finales.
However, the great international successes will not return. Large reorganisations in the Falck
company have a profound influence: of the 2000 labourers only 500 remain.
1977 brings the end of all rowing activities and a year later the rowing accommodation is sold. The
rowing club Falck could boast 53 Italian titles in different boats, two silver and one bronze medal at
the Olympic Games, one gold medal for the European championships and many other victories.
The time for great successes of rowing teams of a company such as Moto Guzzi and Falck in Italy
is behind us. To be successful at an international level one has to have a choice from a large
reservoir of rowers, which seldom occurs within a single rowing club.

The rowing monument in Gera Lario
October 28, 2006 a ” monument for the rowers” is unveiled at the marina of Gera Lario. A unique
testimonial for the four men who won the bronze medal in Mexico. The design is by Roberto Vitali.
At the ceremony Tullio Baraglia, Renato Bosatta and Abramo Albini were present. Pier Angelo
Conti Manzini, who died already at the age of 57 in 2003, was represented by his widow. The
mayor of Gera, where both Manzini and Baraglia come from, was justly proud that they had
succeeded to erect this monument his community and he expressed the desire to found a rowing
museum. The monument is unique in that there are no or very few monuments in the world,
specifically dedicated to the rowing sport. In the Netherlands, which is internationally strong in this
sport, no such monument exists.

The four without cox depicted on the
rowing monument in Gera Lario. From
left to right: Bosatta, Baraglia,
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At lake Como several rowing clubs are active, for instance in Lecco, Como, Cernobbio, Moltrasio,
lake Mezzola of which some also compete internationally. For example the men’s two from Como
won a silver medal at the world championships in 1997 and started for Italy at the Olympic Games
in Atlanta in the year before.
A quite different initiative was taken in 2007 in Lecco, which the aim to reintroduce the traditional
rowing boat the batèl on the lake. Since the main character of one of Italy’s most famous book, “
the Betrothed”, Lucia, escaped with her fiancée Renzo in this type of boat, it is generally called a
lucia. At the time of writing already ten communities have built a new boat (although from
polyester instead of wood) and these boats regularly take part in regattas at the lake. Often there is
not only the rowing competition, but also other historical or folkloric events are coupled to it to
stimulate tourism.
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An important source of information for this story is the book by Giancarlo della Fonte – Orgoglio Altolario, Nuova
Editrice Delta, Gravedona 2006. I also thank Mrs. Conti Manzini and the former mayor G.L. Spreafico for their
contribution.

